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SPRUCE WOOD DEPARTMENT
The Mother of Rivers
The French have for generations called the forests "Mother of Rivers”
By E. F. JONES
Division of Forest Engineering
THE two important factors in man’s existence, forests and waters, go together as 
naturally in our minds as do 
bread and butter. The idea of 
shelter and protection seems to 
be commonly associated with 
forests. This association is quite 
logical when one thinks of the 
long history of human habita­
tions constructed of and in the 
forest. We readily go still farther 
and credit the forest with being 
the source of fuel for fire, of meat 
for the table, as shelter from 
wind and storms. Can we claim 
for them the functions of temper­
ing climate, preventing drought and 
flood and holding the mountains and 
river bottoms from being washed to 
the sea?
The relations of forests and waters 
have been the subject of practical 
observations, theoretical discussions 
and intensive research for a hundred 
years, and rather specific conclu­
sions have gained wide acceptance. 
Yet much of the evidence is often 
neutral or conflicting. That forests 
do tend to conserve the run-off is 
clear but their effects in individual 
cases may be so small compared with 
the soil and topography as to be 
overshadowed. This is the conclu­
sion of the foremost American author­
ity who continues with the signifi­
cant statement that forests stand 
out at once because they are a con­
trollable factor. The French author­
ity, Huffel, concludes that forests 
have the positive effect of increasing 
the abundance and frequency of
ON THE AVERAGE forty odd inches of water, or its equiva
lent in snow, falls on every 
foot of the Penobscot River water, 
shed during the year. Yet only 
about fifty per cent of this rather 
sizable total passes the dam at 
Bangor, leaving a large amount to 
be accounted for somehow.
Mr. Jones gives our readers a very 
thoughtful discussion of this subject 
in the accompanying article.
rainfall. This point is not well estab­
lished in the opinion of Bowman, the 
American authority quoted above.
The acceptance of the idea of the 
regulatory effect of forests in run-off 
is the basis of the expenditure of 
millions of dollars under the federal 
Weeks Law. It is used as one of the 
strongest arguments for the protec­
tion of forests from fire. It is 
almost impossible to find a large 
metropolitan water supply which is 
not being protected to the extent 
of expensive forest planting.
With these generalities in mind it 
is interesting to follow the progress 
of water from the clouds to the sea, 
especially in its relation to forests. 
Tree-covered areas have an impor­
tant handicap as against other vege­
tation in that only about 88 per cent 
of the rainfall reaches the ground. 
The 12 per cent loss occurs in evap­
oration and absorption on trunk, 
limb, and leaf surfaces. Then to 
this loss trees add a heavy drain 
on soil waters by their own life 
processes. The immense amount 
of nourishment necessary for the 
formation of dense leaf canopy 
and heavy wood structure comes 
to the tree in solution in soil 
moisture. The force that takes 
the food-laden stream to the tops 
of the highest trees is not known 
but the fact is not questioned. 
After bringing the raw food 
material to the leaves for further 
manufacture the moisture is 
given off to the air. The amount 
thus released by transpiration, 
as it is called, is surprising. One 
botanist concluded that a large birch 
tree on a hot day takes from the soil 
and passes thru its leaves to the air 
over 100 gallons. An average acre of 
such trees would require 10,000 gal­
lons, which is the equivalent of one 
third of an inch of rainfall. But the 
average amount of water thus used 
in tree growth is perhaps only one 
fifth of that of grains and grasses. 
For such crops a French investiga­
tor found that eighteen cubic yards 
of water were needed per acre per day 
for the growing season. These figures 
are not precise but are significant.
Turning to the credit side of the 
account with the forests, the func­
tion of the forest cover in delaying 
the melting of snow, and the capac­
ity of forest floor in soaking up and 
holding water like a sponge are 
matters of every day knowledge.
As yet it is not susceptible of 
proof but it is generally accepted 
that the net percentage of rainfall
Words are but pictures of our thoughts—dryden
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available for feeding springs is 
greater in forest or brush cover than 
elsewhere.
The actual run-off of waters from 
tree covered areas as compared with 
that from open areas fortunately 
lends itself to fairly definite figures 
and conclusions. The recent era 
of hydro-electric development has 
concentrated study on this point. 
Large scale investigations in the 
west, not yet completed, indicate a 
lowering and delaying of the flood 
peak and shortening of the period 
of low water. The value of this 
function can be seen in the lessened 
expenditure in dams, piers and other 
improvements; and in the increased 
available horse power.
The matter of soil erosion is an 
economic problem distinctly tied up 
with forest cover. When we read of 
a two hundred foot dam having its 
storage capacity reduced ten per 
cent in five years, of the storage back 
of another dam entirely gone because 
of filling in, and many other cases of 
the same nature, the financial aspect 
of water-borne soil is apparent.
Government investigators have 
figures showing, without basis for 
refutation, that forests do prevent 
erosion by retarding the rate of 
run-off and by binding the soil. 
Shrub or brush cover will accomplish 
this effect, but forests have the 
added value of being a wealth pro­
ducing agent and of giving beauty to 
the landscape.
“The Wisdom of Calm”
And in actual life, let me assure 
you, the first “Wisdom of Calm” 
is to plan, and resolve to labor for, 
the comfort and beauty of a home, 
such as, if we could obtain it, we 
would quit no more. Not a compart­
ment in a model lodging-house, not 
a number so-and-so of Paradise 
Row; but a cottage all of our own, 
with its little garden, its pleasant 
view, its surrounding fields, its 
neighbouring stream, its healthy 
air, and clean kitchen, parlors and 
bedrooms. Less than this, no man 
should be content with for his nest; 
more than this few should seek; 
but if it seem to you impossible or 
wildly imaginary, that such houses 
should ever be obtained for the 
greater part of the English speaking 
people, again believe me, the ob­
stacles which are in the way of our 
obtaining them are the things which 
it must be the main objects now of all 




On a long haul over iced roads, the tractor has proved itself superior to the horse. The above picture, taken at 
(grindstone, shows one of our 10-Ton Lombards hauling a train-load 
of pulp wood to the landing
Never pick a quarrel even when it is ripe—the commonwealther
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D, MAHER
THE EASTERN TRUST BUILDING, BANGOR, MAINE
The Entire Sixth Floor of Which is Occupied by 
The Spruce Wood Department of The 
Great Northern Paper Company
Lumbermen For Seven Hundred Years
Stora Kopparbergs Bergslags, A. 
B., of Stockholm and Falun, Sweden, 
this year is celebrating its 700- 
year jubilee as lumbermen.
This is a remarkable record of 
unbroken business activity, and the 
company is therefore probably not 
only the oldest lumber concern in 
existence but also the oldest stock 
company in the world.
Seven hundred years of continuous 
operation in the lumber business is a 
remarkable achievement, particularly 
when one considers that the forests 
of Sweden today are in excellent con­
dition. Through scientific methods 
of forestry, the timber holdings are 
worked on a continuous yield basis, 
and rotation has been brought down 
by 20 to 30 per cent.
Every seventy or eighty years the 
loggers are turning to the same tim­
ber tract for cutting, and the cut­
over land problem does not exist. 
Seven hundred years of experience 
in the lumber business has naturally 
solved many vexatious questions in 
regard to taxation, utilization of saw 
timber, waste products, etc.
—International Paper Monthly
Weather Conditions
The feller that remarks these 
balmy mornings—“It’s not the cold, 
but the wind”—is the same lad who 
last summer used to wail, “It’s not 
the heat, but the humidity.”
There was a small boy of Quebec
Who was buried in snow to his neck.
When asked: “Are you friz”
He answered “I is—
But we don’t call this coldin Quebec.”
Garret Schenck, Jr.
The sad news of the death of 
Garret Schenck, Jr., was received 
December 6th. Funeral services 
were held at his late residence in 
Newton, Mass., Wednesday, Decem­
ber 9, at three o’clock. At that hour 
work was suspended by all employees 
of the Great Northern Paper Com­
pany wherever the nature of the 
work made such action possible. 
Due to the process of paper making 
the mills could not be closed down 
but as a token of respect the men 
stood or worked in silence. Flags 
in Millinocket were lowered to half 
mast until the funeral was over, 
and schools closed at three o’clock.
Garret Schenck, Jr., eldest son of 
the president of the Great Northern 
Paper Company, was born in Bangor 
about forty years ago. After gradua­
tion from Williams College in the 
class of 1909 he attended Massa­
chusetts Institute of Technology. 
During the time he was in Milli­
nocket he established and superin­
tended the Mill Bureau of Economy. 
Upon becoming Assistant General 
Manager of the Great Northern 
Paper Company he settled in Massa­
chusetts. At a recent meeting of the 
Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr. Schenck was characterized as a 
good neighbor, a good workman, 
and a good friend. Beside his widow 
and child Mr. Schenck is survived 
by his parents, two sisters and a 
brother.
The Northern Calendar
In distributing the Christmas 
Calendars we have tried to reach 
every employee in the Spruce Wood 
Department. If anyone has been 
overlooked it was unintentional, and 
such persons may have one by mak­
ing application promptly to the 
Editor of THE NORTHERN, 
Greenville, Maine.
Editor—Did you write those jokes 
yourself?
Would-be Contributor—Yes, sir.
Editor—You must be older than 
you look.—Criterion.
One person I have to make good: myself—stevenson
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All communications for The Northern 
should be sent to the editor of The 
Northern, Greenville, Maine.
Industrial Welfare
One of the modern developments 
of industry is the Welfare Depart­
ment. Large progressive industries 
have evolved a way of keeping in 
touch with the needs of the people 
in their employ for the purpose of 
meeting these needs in an organized 
way. Some companies have named 
their welfare department one thing 
and some another. Whether the 
name be Personal or Personnel 
Department, Welfare or Social Ser­
vice Division, Industrial Relations 
or Service Department, the aim is 
the same. There is no standardized 
program that can be used, for the 
problems to be met by each company 
are determined by the character of 
the industry, local conditions, the 
type of people employed and many 
other factors. Some companies 
stress the serving of good dinners at 
a nominal charge with free enter­
tainment and recreation for the noon 
hour; others encourage thrift and 
home ownership by a Building and 
Loan Association; a few have carried 
on extensive Americanization pro­
grams where there are foreigners 
that are willing to be assimilated; 
some companies build mill villages 
for employees with rent and fuel at 
a very low figure; at some plants 
good dormitory accommodations are 
provided for the unmarried workers; 
some concerns sponsor athletic and 
dramatic clubs; by at least one cor­
poration free hospitals are main­
tained and medical attention is 
given without charge to all em­
ployees and dependent members of 
their families. With our men 
scattered over more than a million 
acres the Spruce Wood Department 
has a unique problem in welfare 
work. By furnishing entertainment 
and reading material an attempt is 
made to bring cheer to those who, 
by the nature of their work, are com­
pelled to be more or less isolated in 
the woods. All these attempts on 
the part of employers to serve their 
people are commendable.
From time to time the employer 
and his welfare workers, observing 
the abuse of privileges on the part of 
some, ask the question—“Is it 
appreciated and is it worth while?" 
Practically always the answer is in 
the affirmative when squarely faced, 
but superficially it sometimes seems 
otherwise. Occasionally, abuse of 
privileges leads to restrictions that 
tend to spoil the spirit of the work. 
Sooner or later all welfare workers 
hear someone suggest that if the 
money spent for welfare work were 
added to his pay envelope he would 
like it better there. The answer 
usually given is that should the man 
receive the whole amount put into 
welfare work in his pay envelope, 
he would be a well-to-do man. On 
the other hand if that amount were 
equally divided among the number 
of people employed by the company 
and this sum then split into 52 
weekly installments the same man 
would be highly indignant and con­
sider that his abilities had been in­
sulted with such a small raise in pay 
as that would allow.
“Is your welfare work pater­
nalistic?” is a question the welfare
If THIS be a Happy 
New Year, a year of 
usefulness, a year
in which we shall live to 
make this earth better, 
it is because God will
direct our pathway. 
How important, then, 
to feel our dependence 
upon Him
Bishop Matthew Simpson 
worker has to meet from outsiders. 
In general it may be said that few 
corporations have gone far enough 
to be seriously charged with offen­
sive paternalism. In fact, it has been 
a slow process for employers to take 
a friendly interest, let alone a 
fatherly one. The worker can pre­
vent too much being done for him 
by not accepting it, so he is not in 
danger of being too thoroughly 
adopted. The real aim of welfare 
work is not to “put over” anything 
on workers. Such effort would be 
a waste of money for anyone knows 
that loyalty cannot be purchased. 
Welfare work is not intended to be a 
substitute for honest principles in 
dealing with employees and can 
never become such. It is now ac­
cepted that the welfare of workers 
and the success of big business are 
inseparable.
A Morning Wish
The sun is just rising on the morn­
ing of another day, the first day of a 
new year. What can I wish that 
this day, this year, may bring to me? 
Nothing that shall make the world 
or others poorer, nothing at the ex­
pense of other men; but just those 
few things which in their coming do 
not stop with me, but touch me 
rather, as they pass and gather 
strength:
A few friends who understand me, 
and yet remain my friends.
A work to do which has real value 
without which the world would feel 
the poorer. A return for such work 
small enough not to tax unduly any 
one who pays.
A mind unafraid to travel, even 
though the trail be not blazed. An 
understanding heart. A sight of the 
eternal hills and unresting sea, and 
of something beautiful the hand of 
man has made. A sense of humor 
and the power to laugh.
A little leisure with nothing to do.
A few moments of quiet, silent 
meditation. The sense of the pres­
ence of God. And the patience to 
wait for the coming of these things, 
with the wisdom to know them when 
they come. —W. R. Hunt
Follow your honest convictions, and be strong
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Kineo Station 
with Mount 




Sketches by William Dow of Portland, Maine
To climb steep hills requires slow pace at first—Shakespeare



































Alabama 1 50 - - - - - - - - -
Alaska - - 1 16 - - - -  - - -
California 12 706 1 20 1 30 - - - - - -
Colorado 1 50 1 15 - - - - - - - -
Connecticut 43 1,126 - - - - - - - 30 2.6% 2 Idle—Cap. 16.25 Tons 1 Hands Rec. 
Cap. 200 T.
Delaware 8 225 - - - - - 1 100 - -
Dist. of Columbia 1 25 - - - - - - 1 35 - -
Florida 2 44 - - - - - - - - - 2 Idle—Cap. 44 Tons
Georgia 3 102 - - - 2 110 - - - -
Hawaiian Islands 1 28 - - - - - - - - -
Illinois 31 2,046.5 - - - - - - - - -
Indiana 31 1,403 - - - - - - - - 50 2.5% 1 Idle—Cap. 19 Tons 1 Hands Rec. 
Cap. 137.5 Tons
Iowa 5 190 - . - - - - - - - -
Kansas 3 98.5 - - - - - - - - -
Louisiana 10 669 - - - - 6 470 - - - -
Maine 30 3,298.5 23 1,547 15 1,022 2 135 5 445 1,562 47.3% 4 Idle—Cap. 97 Tons
Maryland 11 433 - - - - - - 2 120 - -
Massachusetts 107 2,000.5 2 55 2 70 1 120 1 15
Michigan 57 3,653.5 4 300 7 320 3 400 - - 190 5.2% 2 Idle—Cap. 33 Tons 1 Hands Rec. 
Cap. 10 Tons
Minnesota 8 978 7 544 2 195.5 1 110 1 60 70 7.1% 1 Idle—Cap. 22 Tons





5 173.5 5 880 -
1
118 14.2%












— — 1 32.5
325 63.1%
3 Idle—Cap. 32 Tons 1 Hands Rec. 
Cap. 35 Tons
Pennsylvania 71 3,016 5 2 15 4 370 1 100 9 405 - -
Rhode Island 1 75 - - - - - - - - - -
South Carolina 2 80 1 12 1 15 - - - - -
Tennessee 3 233 - - - - - - 1 93 - - 1 Idle—Cap. 20 Tons
Texas 2 85 - - - - 1 35 - - - - 1 Idle—Cap. 10 Tons
Vermont 17 392. 5 6 260 - - - - - - -
Virginia 13 660 2 33 1 130 3 200 3 100 70 10.6%
Washington 9 662. 5 4 350 5 335 - - 1 32.5 225 34.0%
West Virginia 6 254 2 30 2 160 - - - - - - 1 Idle—Cap. 75 Tons
Wisconsin 59 3,203. 5 29 1,304 22 1,313 5 355 - 255 7.9% 2 Idle—Cap. 29 Tons 1 Hands Rec.
Cap. 97 Tons
29 Idle with capacity of 573 Tons 7 in
Hands of Receiver with Cap. of 534 
Tons
TOTAL U. S.


























*There possibly may be a little greater capacity for newsprint than is shown in this total as one or two small mills reported a capacity for news­
print but it was not shown just how much, it being included in with several other items. Prepared by the Division of Forest Engineering.
CANADA
British Columbia 4 268 2 370 5 360 3 135 - 250 93.3% 3 Mills reorganizing August 1st
New Brunswick 1 65 2 135 4 325 1 70 - - 65 100.0%
Nova Scotia 1 50 9 269.5 1 45 — 50 100.0% 2 Idle—Cap. 50 Tons Newsprint, 45
Tons Sulphite
Ontario 35 3,026.5 23 2,739.5 12 1,267.5 1 70 - - 2,030 67.1% 1 Idle—Cap. 30 Tons 2 in Hands of Re­
ceiver with cap. 50 tons Paper; 14 T’s 
Gr’d Wood and 245 Tons Sulphite.
Quebec 35 3,493 29 3,762 11 1,245 5 611 1 30 2,617 75.0% 2 Idle—Cap. 33 Tons 1 in Hands of 
Receiver with cap. of 400 tons 
ground wood.
Total Canada 76 6,902.5 65 7,275.5 32 3,197.5 11 931 1 30 5,012 72.6% 5 Idle—Cap. 113 Tons paper & 45 Tons
Pulp 3 in Hands Receiver cap. 50
Newfoundland 2 615 3 690 2 230 — 615 100.0% Tons paper & 650 Tons pulp.
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Chesuncook
We are glad to report that Charlie 
Holden is fully recovered from his 
illness and back on the job as pay­
master of the Chamberlain opera­
tions. Robert King who has been 
taking Mr. Holden’s place has re­
turned to Bangor.
Earl Vickery’s survey crew have 
finished their work in the Churchill 
Lake region and disbanded. Some 
of the boys went out by way of 
Caucomgomoc Lake and Seboomook 
and the others came through this 
way.
Mail for the Heron Lake Dam 
operation should now be addressed: 
Sargent’s Camp, Churchill Lake, 
Lake Frontier, P. Q., Canada. 
Mr. Sargent states that this is the 
easiest way to travel since the lakes 
have frozen over.
The repair and improvement work 
at Umbazookskus Dam was finished 
December 10.
Johnson B. Sargent and Arthur 
DuPlessis are representing the Divi­
sion of Forest Engineers at Charles 
Glaster’s operation.
Chesuncook Dam
Ronald McDonald, assisted by 
John Walter Scott (better known as 
“Scottie the Singer”) is presiding 
over the house at Chesuncook Dam. 
Aside from serving up three first 
class meals daily, Ronnie and Scottie 
keep the place spotless and shining 
from cellar to garret. It is remark­
able to find a house occupied ex­
clusively by men so clean and 
orderly.
Mr. Nickels’ crew have the new 
well drilled to a depth of 100 feet 
and still going strong.
The lumber which the company 
purchased from the Northern Maine 
Pine Company at Soper Brook has 
been nearly all hauled out to Chesun­
cook Dam. All of the planking has 
been hauled, and a considerable 
quantity of the boards.
Repairs to the steamer A. B. 
Smith are well under way with the 
crew in charge of Henry Pelkey.
Our engineer, Jim Hayes, left on 
December 17th for a brief visit with 
his folks in Millinocket.
Archie Deroche has a crew of five 
or six men building a new wood shed 
and making some minor repairs to 
the buildings at Ripogenus Dam. 
The boys use the office building for 
sleeping quarters and take their 
meals with the McInnises; and all 
hands are loud in their praise of 
Mrs. McInnis’ culinary efforts. 
Among the shining lights in this out­
fit are Edward Sweeney and Gus 
Imbert.
The tourists visiting both Chesun­
cook and Ripogenus dams ask many 
amusing questions. After strolling 
across Rip Dam one man asked in 
what part of Canada he then was. 
Another party drove down on the 
wharf at Chesuncook Dam and 
asked Cal Gunn where they could 
get some water for their radiator. 
The whole lake was right in front of 
them. Cal replied, “Well, some 
people take it from this side of the 
wharf and some people take it from 
that side. And some people do take 
it from the end.”
Madison
Weston Island Piers Operation 
opened October 26, 1925 with a crew 
of ten men. The general supervi­
sion of the work is under Mr. George 
L. O’Connell. A. I. “Lonnie” Mann 
is superintendent of construction 
and William Mann is foreman.
Harvey Burr is our cook and 
Myron Burr is on the job as cookee.
Plans have been laid for the con­
struction of several piers, a few of 
the smaller ones having been already 
completed. The work was inter­
rupted a little by the heavy rainfall 
in November. The river overflowed 
and flooded a part of Weston Island 
but as soon as the water subsided 
work was again resumed.
Thanksgiving evening the bunch 
here gave a party to some of the 
near neighbors. Games were played 
and a good time enjoyed by all 
present.
Besides the acquisition of Weston 
Island, the company has purchased 
the Burns Farm which we moved 
into the day after Thanksgiving. 
The property includes a house and 
spacious barn, so the crew is well 
quartered for the cold weather.
Rockwood
Construction work on the new 
coal hoist over the coal pocket at 
Kineo Store House has been com­
pleted.
Nicky Fiorillo has put the Kineo 
truck in cold storage for the winter 
months, and the miscellaneous tot­
ing around the storehouse and farm 
is now handled by Walter Dunn and 
his famous pair of snappy grays.
The motion picture programs 
shown during the past month at 
Rockwood Hall, Pittston, Seboo­
mook, Lily Bay, Grant Farm and 
Chesuncook Dam were enthusiasti­
cally received at all points. The 
subjects were “K—The Unknown” 
from the novel of the same name by 
Mary Roberts Rinehart, and “A 
Woman’s Faith” taken from the 
book “Miracle” by Clarence Bud­
dington Kelland.
It is better to live rich than to die rich
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Grindstone
The freezing over of the river on 
December 10 was the most welcome 
event that this community has ex­
perienced in a long time. Last year 
the river froze a month earlier than 
this date, but the heavy rains have 
kept the water at a high pitch. It 
became dangerous to cross on the 
boom and it was therefore opened 
and swung aside. That meant a 
considerable walk around by the 
Bangor and Aroostook bridge when 
going from the station to the depot 
camp.
The addition of the two extra 
trains has given the operation ex­
cellent train service, there being 
three trains a day each way.
Lloyd E. Pickett spent a recent 
week-end in Bangor.
Quite a rushing business has been 
done lately in fixing up saddlebags 
as general utility bags, suitable for 
carrying lunch, or other light loads. 
The bags are purchased very reason­
ably from a mail order house and 
come in pairs, just as they were 
made for government use. One 
takes a single bag and has a shoulder 
strap put on by a harness maker in 
Bangor, also very reasonably. This 
makes a corking good bag, easy to 
carry and will wear a lifetime. 
Among those observed sporting bags 
of this description are R. V. Canders 
who took one home for his son to 
carry school-books in, N. A. Smith, 
MR. AND MRS. N. A. MURPHY
Kineo Boarding House
Blaine French, L. G. White, the 
father of the idea in this section of 
the country; John M. Morrisson, 
Arthur Pineo, George McKeen and 
Hugh Desmond.
Mr. G. E. Burrill has returned to 
his home, having completed the 
piping of the new bathroom tank.
Howard Lovejoy has brought his 
radio set to the depot and the boys 
derive a great deal of pleasure from 
it.
Sylvio W. Morin has arrived from 
Seboomook. Mr. Morin and Mr. 
Bertrand will act as assistants to 
Mr. Lothrop this winter.
Dean F. Chase is looking after the 
inspection of the operation on Sol­
dier Town. He plans to bring his 
family to the depot camp for the 
season.
The office here has several times 
during the month been the scene of 
a dyeing bee, the occasion being the 
dyeing of mill felt blankets pur­
chased at the Millinocket Mill. A. 
J. Bertrand, and R. V. Canders have 
already dyed one pair each and 
Lloyd Pickett and several others 
have theirs ready.
Burton Bryce, who has been with 
the surveyors at Churchill Lake all 
summer and fall, is now employed 
here.
J. B. Estes of New York City 
succeeds Lawrence Desmond as time 
keeper at Dolby. Mr. Estes was 
formerly fire patrolman on the Kineo 
side.
Mr. and Mrs. Enman and their 
family made a trip to Bangor re­
cently, taking with them Mrs. J. E. 
Taylor and the children.
Greenville has sent over quite a 
delegation in the persons of Bobby 
Moore, Cal Gunn, Carl Murray and 
Wm. Robichaud. Carl Hagstrom is 
expected later.
A. V. MacNeil, N. A. Smith, 
Jason L. Goodwin and A. G. Hemp­
stead are among the recent visitors.
The motion picture shows have 
been well patronized, a hundred 
twenty being the average attendance 
now. Several times lately the per­
formance has been interrupted by 
the irregular action of the electric 
lights, due to trees falling on the 
line. However, it is hoped that this 
difficulty will not present itself in 
the future, as our portable generator 
has been moved down here for use 
on the Soldier Town circuit and will 
be available in an emergency. At 
the show on the 14th the boys from 
the Forestry School sang a number 
of songs to the accompaniment of 
ukeleles and B. B. Mitchell did a 
step-dance, assisted by Roy Smith 
who performed on the mouth-harp. 
All of which was appreciated.
East Branch Operation
This operation was started early 
in December under the supervision 
of Mr. Enman, with Steve Ranney 
as assistant superintendent. It is on 
Soldier Town and ten thousand 
cords is the figure set for the season’s 
cut. Four camps have been opened 
and these are being operated as 
company camps. Over two hundred 
men are already employed. P. J. 
Murdock and Mr. Ranney did the 
preliminary cruising.
Camp 1.
This outfit opened on December 
4 when the first big crew arrived. 
It is the camp used last year as a 
depot by the contractors, Cone and 
Boyle. Paul Turner is in charge and 
Johnny Boyle is cooking. Johnny 
has for his assistants, J. F. (“Shorty”)
No boy is prepared for rough climbing unless he is shod with Christian principles
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Rogers, Major McCauslin and James 
H. Tate. Frank Cody is bull-cook 
and Sylvester Savoy is filing. The 
veteran William Applebee is acting 
as feeder.
The clerical end of things is kept 
up by Theodore A. Hodgdon of 
Millinocket, who gave up his elec­
trical work as assistant to W. S. 
Mills.
Malcolm Martin is now making 
his headquarters here, but is tem­
porarily scaling for all four camps.
Fred Ladd, Nick Mulligan, Nor­
man Langley, Horatio Clayton, 
Fred Abernethy and George Estes 
are in this crew. Peter MacDonald 
and Pius McEachern also signed the 
register just a few days ago.
Movies were shown here for the 
first time on December 16, the large 
cookroom being well adapted to the 
purpose.
E. L. Larsen passed thru on his 
way to one of the upper camps. He 
will scale for two of the camps, Mr. 
Martin taking the other two.
Camp 2.
With Jack McGraw as foreman, 
this camp was ready for business on 
the 7th of December. It is the old 
Cone and Boyle Camp 2. Fred 
Burns is acting as cook, his cookees 
being Harry Myrick and Frank 
Crawford. Allen McIsaac is the 
feeder.
Kenneth Wood started in here as 
timekeeper but left to take another 
position and was succeeded by A.
B. McLeod.
The filer is Joseph McIsaac and 
George Burns is the bull-cook. 
There are fifty-four men here now.
The camps are pleasantly located 
on a hill overlooking Soldier Pond. 
All of the camps are situated along 
the tractor road.
In this crew are Dan O’Leary, 
Herbert Larsen, Jerry Phillips, Louis 
St. Peters, formerly of Sias Hill, 
Edward Clancy, Arthur Thompson, 
Mike Gorman, the poet, Donald 
Weed, George Lindsay, Joe Gallag­
her, John Dubay, George Northcott, 
Timothy Finn, Wallace Tanner, and 
John Hurst.
Mr. R. H. Robertson remained 
here overnight on the 15th of Decem­
ber. Dean F. Chase paid us a visit 
also.
Camp 3.
Steve Ranney is making his head­
quarters at this camp. Dave En- 
man took charge here until Camp 4 
opened, at which time he was trans­
ferred to that camp and his place 
here taken by Alfred Frost. Carl 
McDonald is cooking here, assisted 
by Wm. St. Peter and Edward 
Keezer. Tom Buckley is bull-cook 
and there is at present no regular 
filer or feeder.
Harry Brown is here and Weldon 
R. Kenney, who is toting to all of 
the camps, is on this payroll. Frank 
Lenehan is among those present, as 
are Herbert Knowles, Joseph Gravel, 
Roy Burbee, Leonard Michaud, 
Frank Owens, Fenton Roberts, 
George Enman, Ed Legassey, Reed 
Culberson, James Yeo, Austin 
Praught and John Pickett.
John L. Clarke is handling the 
paper-work here.
 Camp 4.
Camp 4 opened on the 13th of 
December with Dave Enman as 
foreman, many of the men being 
drawn from Camp 3. Dan Foley is 
the chef and Lawrence Desmond 
makes out the 89’s and 76’s.
This is the only newly built camp 
in the operation and will accommo­
date a crew of seventy men.
Greenville
The lumber shed which has been 
under construction at the Machine 
Shop is now completed. It makes an 
excellent addition to our set of 
buildings.
Ned Voutour had the misfortune 
to slip on a staging some time ago. 
In falling he unfortunately struck 
his left elbow and chipped the bone. 
After several weeks rest he has re­
turned to the shop fully recovered.
The shop has recently completed 
twenty-five sets of tractor sleds for 
hauling East Branch wood.
We have received several cards 
from Mr. Harkness and Mr. Hilton 
who are out West on business for the 
company.
Four more new steel bins have 
been received to replace the wooden 
rack in the stock room. We now 
claim first place for the most up-to- 
date stock room equipment in the 
Northern territory.
We wonder why Leo Desmond has 
been writing to Jason Weiler for 
diamond catalogues.
On December 1, a very pleasant 
surprise party was given by the 
boys in the office to Mr. J. B. Pratt 
on the occasion of his birthday. 
Those present were Mr. and Mrs. 
F. Van N. Schenck, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Tweedie, Miss Thelma Tweedie 
Miss Juliet Gagnon, Mr. Leo Des­
mond, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gillette 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Morrell, Mr. 
Donald Pearson and Mr. and Mrs. 
J. B. Pratt.
The Coburn steamer“Moosehead” 
made the last trip of the season on 
November 30th. They made the 
round trip to Seboomook and return 
which is customary on the last day 
on which the lake is open to naviga­
tion, starting from Greenville at the 
usual time in the forenoon and ar­
riving back in port at 8:35 P.M.
Mr. and Mrs. George Crossman 
are receiving congratulations on the 
arrival of a son, born at the Dean 
Hospital on Nov. 30th.
Harry Rollins has his snow fence 
in place in front of the Sloper prop­
erty on Blair’s Hill. This fence, like 
the one at Grant Farm, was made in 
ten foot sections at the Greenville 
Shop.
Howard McFadden has returned 
from Philadelphia where he has been 
receiving treatment from Dr. Fox, 
an eye specialist of that city. We 
are pleased to report that Howard is 
much improved in health, and has 
resumed his duties at the Machine 
Shop.
It is no advantage to be near the light if the eyes are closed—st. augustine
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Word reaches us of the marriage of 
Eldon F. Hobart on the 12th of 
August at Samoa, California. Mrs. 
Hobart was formerly Miss Agnes 
Jean Fleishman, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert H. Fleishman of 
Bangor.
Grant Farm
The new snow fence, 250 feet in 
length, below the stables was built 
at Greenville Shop in ten-foot sec­
tions, and erected under the super­
vision of Harry Rollins.
Fred Covell was called to Bangor 
the latter part of November by the 
illness of his daughter, Miss Edna. 
We are glad to learn that Miss 
Covell is rapidly convalescing follow­
ing a successful operation.
Bob Moore, with a small crew, 
arrived at Grant Farm early in 
December to commence work on the 
winter’s supply of firewood.
Since Harry Severance completed 
the job of piping from the new well 
to the buildings at Sias Hill, that 
place has a water supply as good as 
any of the other company plants. 
Mr. Severance has had two men here 
for a few days putting the finishing 
touches on the new pump house. 
This work was interrupted last 
month by the crew being called to 
Kineo to make some necessary re­
pairs to the store house roof.
Our readers who keep posted on 
important events at Washington are 
familiar with the trial of Colonel 
Mitchell of the Army Air Service. 
It is interesting to recall that a few 
years ago the Colonel visited our 
territory on a fishing and vacation 
trip, stopping several days at the 
Grant Farm.
Seboomook
Bob Moore and crew have finished 
pressing the hay at Seboomook and 
Pittston and transferred their affec­
tions to the Grant Farm wood pile.
Frank Lynott of the Rockwood 
Store was at Seboomook a few days 
directing the inventory of the Col- 
bath property which was recently 
purchased by the company.
Mrs. Colbath has moved to Green­
ville, much to the regret of the 
Northern folks at Seboomook and 
vicinity. We understand, however, 
that Mrs. Colbath has purchased the 
Dudley Cottage and intends to 
spend a part of each summer there.
Sylvio Morin, who has been with 
us as assistant clerk since June, has 
been transferred to the clerical force 
at Grindstone.
Pittston
Ray Mersereau arrived early in 
December to run the 10-Ton Lom­
bard tractor for the K. P. Toting 
operation.
Harry Bowe has a small crew 
under Bill Stewart repairing the 
Grant Farm-Five Islands telephone 
line. Eugene LeClair has recently 
joined the telephone outfit and is at 
present driving team.
Bill Harris has returned to the 
Boundary Cottage after a week’s 
vacation spent visiting friends and 
relatives in Bangor and points in 
Massachusetts. Bill reports that he 
is getting wonderful results from his 
Federal radio, picking up distant 
stations without difficulty.
Ten Mile
L. H. A. Lowe is stopping at 10- 
Mile while clerking Brassua Flowage 
and the Telephone Maintenance 
operations.
Lloyd E. Houghton, project 51, 
and George H. Grant, project 40, 
of the Division of Forest Engineering 
have visited us during the past 
month.
James Sheehan and William Red- 
ington who have been hauling fire­
wood for the house and garage have 
finished and gone to Brassua where 
they will yard the cord wood cut last 
year on the flowage.
Mr. and Mrs. Chaplin left re­
cently for an extended vacation. 
They will visit friends and relatives 
in Boston, Bangor and other points.
Mr. and Mrs. Loura Polyot of 
Rockwood are at Ten-Mile while 
Mr. and Mrs. Chaplin are absent on 
vacation.
Swift Brook Operation
All of the camps have completed 
their cut and are awaiting a fall of 
snow in order to start hauling. A. T. 
Flowers and Wm. Murphy started 
hauling some time ago. N. W. 
Brown is hauling for Wm. Murphy.
Leon Potter of Millinocket and 
Mr. Rowe have taken up the work 
of scaling on the operation under the 
direction of A. B. French.
C. P. Murphy has been detained 
down-river by illness for some time.
J. Harold Whitehead spent a 
recent week-end with relatives in 
Houlton.
R. V. Ganders was a Thanksgiv­
ing day guest of Mr. and Mrs. 
George F. Price.
Mr. and Mrs. Murphy, the 
parents of Wm. Murphy, who have 
been at the camp since the start of 
the season, have left to visit another 
son who lives in West Enfield.
L. A. O’Connell has made the 
rounds of the contractors’ camps.
The Price family now have nine­
teen or twenty hens and a pig. As 
we glide to press, however, word 
reaches us that the pig has been sold.
Hadley Vossimer and Charles 
Raymond have severed their con­
nections with Swift Brook Opera­
tions.
Mr. Flower has let out his hauling 
to Allie Bragg and has reduced his 
crew to three or four men, who are 
now boarding with Mrs. Alvin Knox.
Mike Glosky, while twitching out 
a log at William Murphy’s outfit, 
had the misfortune to dislocate his 
left shoulder. He made the trip to 
camp alone, about a mile, and from 
there was taken to Davidson by Mr. 
Murphy. He was accompanied to 
Millinocket where he was attended 
by Dr. Young and Dr. Bryant. His 
arm and shoulder are coming along 
slowly.
Most folks would succeed in small things if they were not troubled with great ambitions—longfellow
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Rice Farm
The only new development about 
the farm is that horses are being 
taken away in twos and fours for 
work up-river. T. S. Ranney is 
using four horses toting into Mus- 
quacook. Other teams have been 
taken to Grindstone where they will 
be used on the new operation. Alex 
Dionne has been helping Charlie 
Oree at Millinocket.
Jason L. Goodwin, while crank­
ing his car some time ago, had the 
misfortune to fracture the large bone 
in the forearm just above the wrist. 
The break is healing rapidly and at 
this writing Mr. Goodwin is doing 
all of his chores and driving his car 
again.
Mr. Page and Mr. Robertson 
were among the month’s visitors.
Mr. and Mrs. Everett of Exeter 
visited the Goodwins for a few days. 
Mr. Everett is a brother of Mrs. 
Goodwin. Mr. Everett later went 
to Davidson where he will haul a 
thousand cords of wood for Murphy 
and Burr.
East Millinocket
The community extends its sym­
pathy to the family of Mr. Garret 
Schenck, Jr., in their bereavement. 
The people who knew Mr. Schenck 
will always remember with appre­
ciation his sincere interest in this 
town and its affairs.
Recently a banquet was tendered 
to Albion R. Casper in honor of his 
marriage. The banquet was served 
by Dominic Mosconi. A gift was 
presented to Mr. Casper by his 
friends and fellow workers.
A banquet was served to the Boy 
Scout organization at the home of 
Scout Lawrence W. Groves on the 
evening of December 4. Mr. Charles 
Parsons, principal of the high school, 
acted as toastmaster. A gift was 
presented to the scout master, Rev. 
Charles Hunt, pastor of the Con­
gregational Church.
Ashland
Tom Ranney has opened up the 
25-Mile camp for the purpose of 
toting in supplies for next year’s 
operation. Fred Street who clerked 
the Musquacook operation last year 
is on the job as Mr. Ranney’s first 
lieutenant.
Bangor Office
Dan Leen of the Purchasing De­
partment made a trip with several 
friends through part of the Company 
territory some time ago. He en­
joyed himself, as did his guests, and 
said he found a “great bunch” 
among the upriver employees.
Ira Barker recently had a leading 
part in the American Legion Min­
strels which were presented in the 
City Hall and the following week 
took the lead in the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club’s pro­
duction “Isle ’O Smiles,” at the 
Opera House.
D. H. Cronin journeyed to Boston 
at Thanksgiving time to see the foot­
ball game between Boston College 
and Holy Cross.
Roy H. Brann of Kenduskeag has 
been added to Harry Willey’s force 
in the Accounting Department.
Hon C. W. Curtis recently an­
nounced that he is a candidate for 
State Senator from Penobscot County. 
Mr. Curtis has served in the House 
of Representatives for the past four 
years as the choice of the people of 
Brewer.
William Hilton of the Engineer­
ing Department and Ralph Bryant 
of the Auditing Department were 
elected members of the City Govern­
ment at the election held December 
14th. Mr. Hilton was re-elected 
Aiderman from Ward Four and Mr. 
Bryant Councilman from Ward 
Three.
Irving Billings was a recent visitor 
to this office and we are pleased to 
note that his health has greatly 
improved.
James Mutty of the Accounting 
Department was out of the office on 
account of sickness during the first 
of December.
Eugene O’Connell and F. L. 
Street have completed their duties 
in the Accounting Department.
The Company is well represented 
in the Church Bowling League here 
as Earl Brown, Malcolm Pratt and 
Howard Simpson are on the team 
representing the First Methodist 
Church.
Friends of G. L. Coltart, who 
worked for the company at Chesun- 
cook Dam, will be interested to learn 
that he was elected Captain of the 
Freshman football team at the 
University of Maine this past fall.
Roddy O’Connor, formerly at 
Chesuncook Dam, now at the Uni­
versity of Maine, had the highest 
rank among the men of the Fresh­
man Class at the University of 
Maine for the first semester.
Ted Soper of Harry Willey’s force 
is playing basketball with the 
checkers.
Ten Good Resolutions 
For the New Year
1— Honor the Chief. There must 
be a head to everything.
2— Have confidence in yourself and 
make yourself fit.
3— Harmonize your work. Let sun­
shine radiate and concentrate.
4— Handle the hardest job first 
each day. Easy ones are plea­
sures.
5— Do not be afraid of criticism— 
criticize yourself often.
6— Be glad and rejoice in the other 
fellow’s success—Study his 
methods.
7— Do not be misled by dislikes. 
Acid ruins the fabrics.
8— Be enthusiastic—it is conta­
gious.
9— Do not have the notion success 
means simply money making.
10—Be fair, and do at least one 
decent act every day in the 
year. —Visualizer
“As we pay others, we are paid,
Life gives us back just what we give, 
And so we do not live to trade
But trade that we may truly live. 
He profits most whose every sale 
Creates a friend, whose kindly 
thought
Serves to perpetuate the tale
Of what and where and why he 
bought.” —Anonymous
This world is God’s workshop for making men—henry ward beecher
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The Cook Song
Perhaps there are cooks who in slapping up 
grub
Have got eddication clear up to the nub. 
There are cooks for the rich men and cooks for 
the queens,
But here’s to our cooks of the pork and the 
beans.
Sing hey foo loo lap tarr, O!
Go hunt where you will, on the land or the sea,
Ye’ll find none to wrassle our cook and 
cookee.
They’re up at the peep o’ day, early about
With their grub on the table. Turn out, 
boys, turn out!
They boost up the sun and they pry off the lid
Of the old iron pot where the beans have
been hid.
Sing hey foo loo lap tarr, O!
Go hunt where you will, on the land or the sea 
Ye’ll find none to wrassle our cook and 
cookee.
— Kin O’Ktaadn.
Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let every New Year 
find you a better man—franklin
Growing Old
By Dr. A. V. Barnes
A little more tired at close of day, 
A little less anxious to have our way 
A little less anxious to scold and blame, 
A little more care for a brother’s name, 
And so we are nearing the journeys end 
Where time and eternity meet and blend.
A little less care for bonds of gold, 
A little more zest for the days of old, 
A broader view and a saner mind, 
And a little more love for all mankind. 
And so we are faring down the way 
That leads to the gates of a better day.
A little more love for the friends of youth, 
A little more zeal for established truth, 
A little more charity in our views, 
A little less thirst for the daily news, 
And so we are folding our tents away, 
And passing in silence at close of day.
A little more leisure to sit and dream, 
A little more real the things unseen, 
A little nearer to those ahead,
With visions of those long loved and dead, 
And we are going where all must go, 
To the place the living may never know.
A little more laughter, a few more tears, 
And we shall have told our increasing years, 
The book is closed, and the prayers are said, 
And we are part of the countless dead. 
Thrice happy, then, if some soul can say, 
“I live because he has passed my way.”
